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his- time so often provided a useful excuse for dynas-
tic ambition. "I am well content/' he said, " that
every place where Spanish is spoken should belong to
Spain, where German is spoken to Germany. But
every land where the French tongue is used, ought
to be mine." No doubt he hoped ultimately to
overcome the objections of England to the annexa-
tion of the Walloon Provinces, and of the Swiss to
that of Franche-Comt6, and to secure the possession
of Lorraine by the projected marriage of the
Dauphin to the daughter and heiress of the Duke.

Meantime (August, 1609), by the connivance of
the commander of the garrison, Archduke Leopold
had obtained possession of the strongly fortified
town of Juliers, and began to carry on desultory
hostilities with the Possessioners. But with a few
troops supplied by the Ecclesiastical Electors and
some other Catholic Princes he could effect little.
The Austrian Princes were engrossed by their family
dissensions, and the Spaniards were fully occupied
by the expulsions of the Moriscos, the most costly
and suicidal act of bigotry and folly ever perpetrated
even by that fanatical and shortsighted Government.
There was therefore abundant time for Henry to
complete his negotiations and preparations before
he began the war.

It had been arranged that a congress of the Princes
of the Protestant Union to be attended by the en-
voys of France should meet at Hall in Swabia at the
beginning of the next year (January, 1610). Until
then nothing was decided. Many about the King
were averse to war and in favour of a compromise,